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CONEIDENTIAL CANBERRA 797 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ICRC, PARM, US, VN 

SUBJECT: PRG ISSUE AT LOW CONEERENCE 

REF: A) STATE 26003; B) CANBERRA 728 (NOTAL) 

1. AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL, CHARGE CALLED UPON MICHAEL 

COOK, DEA EIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY EOR NORTH AND SOUTH ASIAN 
AEFAIRS, REHEARSED BACKGROUND OE ISSUE, AND URGED 
GOA TO UPHOLD CHAIR OR AT LEAST ABSTAIN IN ANY 
CHALLENGE TO CHAIR'S RULING ON RULE 32. 

2. COOK HAD JUST RECEIVED DETAILED REPORT PROM 
GENEVA AND WAS STRUCK BY SINGULAR NATURE OP PRO- 
CEEDINGS AND VOTES PEB 4. GOA UNDERSTANDS THAT 
41-41 TIE VITE WAS ACTUALLY UPON MOTION TO ACCEPT 
APPLICABILITY OF RULE 35. HAD MOTION BEEN TO ACCEPT 
RULE 32, SAME TIE WOULD HAVE HAD OPPOSITE EFPECT. 
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3. HE AGREED TO REVIEW AUSTRALIAN POSITION WITH HIS 
SUPERIORS IN LIGHT OF RENEWED US DEMARCHE. HOWEVER, 

HE ANTICIPATED THAT AUSTRALIANS WOULD OPPOSE CHAIR'S 
RULING IN EVENT OF CHALLENGE BECAUSE OF GOA POSITION 
THAT PRG DESERVED OPPORTUNITY TO BE INVITED OR 
EXCLUDED BY MAJORITY OF CONFERENCE WITHOUT RESORT TO 
PROCEDURAL CAMBITS. HE SAID INSTRUCTIONS WOULD BE 
DISPATCHED TO GOA DELEGATION PRIOR TO SESSION. 

4. COMMENT: WE CANNOT BE OPTIMISTIC. FONMIN 
WILLESEE HAS COME DOWN CLEARLY IN FAVOR OF SIMPLE 
MAJORITY VOTE (REFTEL B). IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT IN ANY CASE FOR 
COOK AND DFA SECRETARY RENOUF TO DISCUSS THIS 

COMPLEX MATTER WITH HIM BY TELEPHONE DURING TERRIGAL 
LABOR PARTY CONFERENCE IN FEW HOURS AVAILABLE. COOK 
DID SEEM SENSITIVE ABOUT HYPOCRISY 
OF GOA POSITION. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SUBSTANCE 
WAS IN FACT BEING DECIDED IN "PROCEDURAL" 

VOTES AND THAT GOA WAS TAKING A POSITION IN 
"PROCEDURAL" VOTES BUT ABSTAINING ON "SUBSTANTIVE" 

VOTES. ARGUMENT THAT AUSTRALIA IS ALIGNED WITH 
COMMUNIST ASIAN NATIONS IS NOT PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE AS 
LONG AS NON-COMMUNIST ASIAN GOVERNMENT MOST IMPORTANT TO 
AUSTRALIA (INDONESIA) IS ON SAME SIDE. HARROP 
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